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Letters 


Ask Tom 

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers your questions about worldwide travel 

Sunday April 9, 2006
The Observer
My husband and I have a 10-month-old baby and are very excited about planning our first family holiday this summer. But do we take a villa, stay in a hotel or do a road trip? The main obstacle we face is how we are able to spend our evenings. In a villa we can self-cater, but in a hotel how can we go out with baby in the room? In a villa, we could go out while friends babysit, but I'm not sure we want to get together with another family.
Amelia Enderby, London 

I canvassed a few opinions on this. The most popular advice seems to be to take baby out with you, preferably already asleep, then you can eat out and keep your child close. Alternatively, choose a hotel that has rooms with balconies so you can enjoy a few drinks while your child sleeps; or use a babyphone, or even a walkie-talkie so that you can eat in the hotel's restaurant. 

Remember, your toddler will be starting to walk. For this reason, an apartment or villa with a garden or one close to a beach is a good idea; hotel rooms don't have much to explore for an inquisitive youngster. 

Happily, there are plenty of places that meet these criteria, many of which are available at www.babygoes2.com, the family travel experts. 

One that caught my eye was Velika Polana in Slovenia, a traditional farmers' cottage renovated into comfortable family accommodation. There's plenty to do, including walking, cycling and exploring nearby towns, and babysitting is available. The cottage costs from £52 a night and is easily accessible from Graz airport, serviced from Stansted by Ryanair. See www.sloveniaforfamilies.com for more information. 
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